




environment and wish to collaborate to foster these common goals within their respective 
mandates and governing rules and regulations of their organisations; 

WHEREAS, IITR and ICIMOD will discuss on the priority areas of possible collaboration for the 
promotion of the Indian Himalayan Region {IHR) and the HKH ORR Hub for sustainable 
mountain development that is of mutual interest and benefit, and specifically in the areas of DRR 
and resilience, adaptation, ecosystem resilience, and sustainability through separate 
agreements; 

NOW THEREFORE, IITR and ICIMOD (hereafter referred to as Parties) agrees to enter into this 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to set a broad framework of collaboration to achieve the 
objectives under this MoU. 

Article I: Purpose 

The intention of this MoU is to establish a collaboration between the Parties in the areas of 
mutual interest of both organizations, guid�d by the prevailing organisational norms or the 
organisations and the laws of India. Primarily, this collaboration intends to strengthen disaster 
risk reduction (DRR) and resilience, and foster resilient development across the IHR and the 
HKH. This could be achieved through a multi-faceted approach, encompassing joint technical 
assistance, the contextualized and agreed upon implementation of frameworks like the Multi­
hazard Risk Assessment (MHRA) in the mountain. context, Nature-based Solutions (NbS) for 
DRR, and the collaborative dissemination of knowledge through joint publications and learning 
exchange programs based on mutual consent and through separate specific agreements for 
different activities. Furthermore, the MoU intends to facilitate joint capacity-building initiatives 
and resource mobilization efforts as per the prevailing norms of the institute. Through this 
MoU, ICIMOD designates IITR as India nodal point with ICARS-IITR as SPOC for the activities 
under this MoU. A specific focus on the Koshi River Basin will be considered as part of the 
collaboration through separate agreement. The parties wish to set up a joint Unit of HKH DRR 
Knowledge Hub at IITR with funding from ICIMOD, with required resource 
persons/professional assistance and resources for coordination at IITR to enable smooth 
functioning and cooperation activities . 

. Article II: Areas of cooperation 

Areas of cooperation will be as agreed upon jointly between the parties of the MoU. The Parties 
wishes to collaborate on the following preliminary themes as per the prevailing norms of 
institute, which are outlined below: 

2.1. Strengthening Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Resilient development: 
• Joint technical assistance: Provide collaborative technical expertise to support DRR and

resilient development in both the IHR and the HKH.
• Contextualized framework implementation: IITR will_ assist ICIMOD in

operationalizing the Multi-hazard Risk Assessment (MHRA) in mountain context, and
Nature-based Solutions (NbS) for ORR frameworks, providing contextual inputs and
supporting the development of region-specific guidelines.

2.2. Knowledge sharing and dissemination: 
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